
{{Whatever happened  
to heroes? ||

The Heroic City, a live presentation    

W hy are heroes important? They 
achieve great things, overcome 

enormous obstacles, inspire us, and give 
us role models for our own lives. They 
supply us with emotional and spiritual 
fuel, especially in times of doubt or  
despair. We are the beneficiaries of their  
accomplishments, even years or centu-
ries after they lived.  

Historian Robert Begley’s presenta-
tion, The Heroic City: New York as a 
Microcosm of America, has been deliv-
ered to audience acclaim in New York, 
Detroit, Boston, and Washington, D.C.

Many of our greatest heroes lived 
and worked in New York. Their impor-
tance and influence reaches far beyond  
the city. This presentation identifies   
those heroes who made America the  
greatest country—and New York the 
greatest city—in the world.

Robert discusses a panorama of  
heroes in fields from sports to enter-
tainment to business and industry.  
And he doesn’t neglect heroes in  
literature, because fiction has a unique  
power of inspiration and motivation.    

Did you know that...
4  In 1609, Henry Hudson sailed 

down the river that bears his name

       and envisioned the island of  
“Manna Hatta” as the perfect place 
for trade. It would also serve as  
a gateway welcoming Europeans,   
opening up the rest of the continent.

4  In 1783, George Washington gave  
his famous “Farewell to the Troops”  
speech in downtown New York. No  
one could have guessed that six 
years later, and a few blocks away, he  
would be sworn in as the first freely  
elected president in world history.

4  In 1849, during the California Gold 
Rush, people came from all over 
the east coast to New York to travel 
on Cornelius Vanderbilt’s ships—
then the cheapest, safest, and fast-
est way to journey westward.

4  In 1947, when Jackie Robinson. 
broke baseball’s color barrier and 
withstood storms of abuse, his 
moral character and athletic ability 
convinced millions of doubters and 
forever changed both the game and 
the country.

Robert reviews more than a dozen 
additional heroes, ranging from the  
famous, such as Frederick Douglass,  
Duke Ellington, J. P. Morgan, and 
Thomas Paine ... to the lesser known, 
such as Adriaen van der Donck. 

Learn the answers  
to important questions...
l   Why is there so much opposition  

to heroes and heroism in today’s  
culture? 

l   Does heroism entail self-sacrifice? 
You may be surprised. 

l   What ideas and actions led to the  
unprecedented success of both 
America and New York?

l   Who is the most important hero in 
New York history?

l   Why is heroism especially important 
for children? 

l   Where can one find the monuments 
and tributes to our heroes?

l   Who are today’s living heroes?

Book Robert Begley to speak in your area.
Contact him at: Robert@Begley.com or 917-655-2053

Rave Reviews

{{A colorful, witty, inspiring, and 
well-researched tour of some of 
America’s greatest heroes, from her 
greatest city.||

Richard M. Salsman, PhD

{{Everything I learned about heroes  
from the movies needs to be re-
thought! Robert Begley’s talk helped 
me to understand the real nature of 
heroism. It challenges all of us to 
make a difference with our lives.||

Chip Sleeper, entrepreneur

{{Enjoyable and exciting presenta-
tion. The accomplishments of these 
heroes make human potential vivid 
and real, lift our spirits, and inspire 
us in our own efforts.||   

 Stephen Pflaker, attorney

A compelling speaker
Robert Begley is a professional speaker with more than 
20 years experience in Toastmasters. He writes regularly 
for The Objective Standard. Robert is also founder and 
president of the New York Heroes Society and is currently 
writing a book about the history of American heroes.          


